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Religious Liberty Is “Top Priority” in Today’s Culture 
 
CEDARVILLE, OHIO – Cedarville University President Thomas White served as co-editor of the second edition 
of “First Freedom: The Beginning and End of Religious Freedom.” The book will be released October 15. 
 
The newly revised book seeks to equip pastors, churches and college professors to defend religious freedom. 
Leading evangelical scholars Barrett Duke, Albert Mohler, Russell Moore, Evan Lenow, Paige Patterson and 
Travis Wussow contributed to the book. 
 
According to White, the book, which he edited with Jason G. Duesing, provost and associate professor of 
historical theology at Midwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, and Malcom B. Yarnell III, professor of 
systematic theology, director of the Center for Theological Research, and director of the Oxford Study Program 
at Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, addresses biblical and historical foundations of religious 
freedom, including topics on religious freedom and the exclusivity of the Gospel, the Christian doctrine of 
religious liberty and religious liberty and the public square. 
 
“I believe religious liberty is one of the most important issues of our day,” said White. “Many before us have 
given their lives so that we may enjoy the freedoms we have today, and we must not take those for granted.” 
 
 His belief in the importance of religious freedom transcends into the culture at Cedarville University. “We will 
clearly articulate the foundation for religious liberty so that the Gospel may go forth in an open marketplace of 
ideas as we stand for the Word of God and the Testimony of Jesus Christ,” added White. 
 
Located in southwest Ohio, Cedarville University is an accredited, Christ-centered, Baptist institution with an 
enrollment of 3,760 undergraduate, graduate and online students in more than 100 areas of study. Founded in 
1887, Cedarville is recognized nationally for its authentic Christian community, rigorous academic programs, 
strong graduation and retention rates, accredited professional and health science offerings and leading student 
satisfaction ratings. For more information about the University, visit www.cedarville.edu. 
. 
